
To find out what happened in the past, we 
can use sources such as paintings, letters, 
books, timelines and buildings.

The Gunpowder Plot happened 
in 1605.

Guy Fawkes was one of the men 
involved.

People go to displays to watch 
fireworks

In the past, people would light 
fireworks in their gardens
.

The plotters planned to use
gunpowder under Parliament.

The plan was discovered
before it happened.

KEY VOCABULARY

In 1605, King James I ruled England.

Some people were unhappy and made a 
secret plan called the Gunpowder Plot.

The plot was stopped before it happened.

People remember the event every 5 
November.

Knowledge organiser – Who is Guy Fawkes and why do 
we celebrate Bon Fire night?

past

A time before now.

source

Something we use to learn 
about the past, such as a 
picture, book or old object.

Parlia-
ment

A place in London where 
important decisions are 
made.

plot

A secret plan.

gun-
powder

A dangerous powder that 
can explode.

bonfire

A large outdoor fire.



Why do some people remember 
Bonfire Night?

What does the word past 
mean?

Which building was
part of the plot?

Who was Guy Fawkes?

KEY VOCABULARY

What do you already know?

Draw or write your ideas, think
about:
• people 
• places 
• objects 
• celebrations

Elicitation Task Year 1: Guy Fawkes and Bonfire Night
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