
Person who learns 
about the past by 

digging up 
artefacts and 

studying them.

A place where a 
group of people 
live together in 
many buildings.

Before people 
could read or 

write. We only 
know what 

happens because 
of the artefacts 

that have been left 
behind.

People who found 
their food by 

hunting animals or 
gathering nuts and 

berries.

BCE stands for 
‘Before Common 
Era’ and means 
the number of 

years before the 
year 0.

CE stands for 
‘Common Era’’ 

and is used for all 
the year after the 

year 0.

Key VocabularyHISTORY KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER
As Historians our big question is…
How did Britain change from the beginning of the Stone Age to the end of the Iron Age?

In Year Two, you learnt about history 
beyond living memory. In this unit, you will 
be learning about prehistoric Britain.

Stone Age Life
Men, women and children often had different roles within
Stone Age communities. Many men hunted animals, while women usually 
gathered berries, nuts and plants, cared for children and prepared food. 
Children learned important survival skills by watching and helping adults. Stone 
Age people communicated by speaking, using gestures and creating pictures and 
symbols, such as cave paintings, because they did not have a written language 
like we do today.

The Bronze Age
During the Bronze Age, people discovered how to make tools and weapons
from bronze, which was much stronger than stone. This was an important 
development because tools became sharper, stronger and lasted longer. People 
became more successful farmers, began keeping animals and built stronger 
homes and settlements. Trade also increased as communities exchanged bronze, 
food and other valuable goods.

The Iron Age
The Iron Age was the final period of prehistoric Britain before the Romans 
invaded Britain in AD 43. People learned how to make tools and weapons from 
iron, which was even stronger than bronze. Iron tools made farming, building 
and everyday jobs easier. Many people lived in larger settlements and built 
hillforts to help defend themselves. Life had changed greatly since the first 
Stone Age hunter-gatherers arrived in Britain.

Britain's Earliest People
The Stone Age lasted for a very long
time and began around 2.7 million years ago in 
other parts of the world. The earliest evidence 
of people living in Britain dates back to around 
900,000 years ago. During the Stone Age, 
people hunted wild animals, caught fish and 
gathered plants for food. They were known as 
hunter-gatherers because they moved from 
place to place to find everything they needed 
to survive.

Prehistoric Britain
Prehistoric Britain is divided into three main 
periods: the Stone Age, the Bronze Age and 
the Iron Age. These periods are named after 
the main materials people used to make tools 
and weapons. Over thousands of years, people 
developed new skills, discovered new 
technologies and changed the way they lived. 
Historians study these three ages to 
understand how life in Britain changed before 
writing existed and before the Romans 
invaded.

How Do We Know About the Past?
There were no books or written records during most of the Stone Age, so 
historians rely on archaeology to discover what life was like. Archaeologists 
carefully excavate objects such as stone tools, bones, pottery and jewellery. 
They also study caves, ancient monuments and human remains. Places such as 
Skara Brae and Stonehenge have helped historians learn about how prehistoric 
people lived, worked and  adapted to their environment.

How did life change from the Stone Age to the Iron Age?


