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Reading for Pleasure 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Following the success of some of the reading initiatives we implemented last year, I am writing to inform you of some 

of the new updates that we have made for this academic year, as well as introduce some exciting new reading 

challenges for all the children. 

Rainforest Reading Adventure 

We were so impressed by how the children embraced last year’s Author Island Challenge, and this year have set them 

a brand new challenge – the Rainforest Reading Adventure! This year, the children are being challenged to read or 

share 50 recommended book titles for their year group, with a different set for every age group. They will receive a 

bookmark to keep at home showing all the different book titles, as well as a rainforest adventure recording sheet to 

keep in the reading diary. 
 

After they have finished enjoying one of the titles, simply record it on the rainforest adventure sheet; start on the 

forest floor and work your way up through the rainforest layers until they reach the emergent layer! Keep the 

recording sheet inside their reading diary and these will be checked by the staff at school and signed off as often as 

possible. Once the children have completed a layer, they will receive a certificate in assembly, 50 house points, plus a 

special badge and certificate for reaching the very top! 

The rainforest challenge runs for the school year, so there is no rush! Just enjoy reading and sharing the titles – there 

are a range on offer, including poetry books, information texts and storybooks too! We are hoping to purchase most 

of the titles once we have completed some more fundraising this term, so eventually many of the titles will be available 

to borrow from our school library too. 

Book Boxes 

We are really excited to implement our lovely book boxes this year, in every classroom. Each class has three different 

book boxes: a fiction box containing a lovely picture-book title; a knowledge box containing a non-fiction, information 

text, and a poetry box containing a book of poems. 
 

Each book box (a small suitcase) contains a chosen book, a little ‘friend’ to share the book with, as well as a 

sketchbook/notebook and materials needed to record a response to the challenge. There is an instruction sheet 

attached to the inside lid of the suitcase so that you know what to do (see attached). Every Friday, three children from 

the class will be chosen to take one of the boxes home for the weekend. The idea is that the children will read, share 

and enjoy the book inside and record their response (linked to the different boxes) in the sketchbook/notebook inside 

the case.  
 

Over the course of the term, every child will be invited to record their response to build up a beautiful class record of 

their thoughts about the books. Once every child has had the opportunity to take each box, we will change the books. 

Children will be expected to return the boxes on Monday and we would appreciate your support in helping us keep 

the boxes and contents in good condition and returned on time so they can be prepared for the next recipient. 
 

I have attached the book box instructions that will be inside the cases for your information. We would love for you to 

share the books with the children, no matter how old they are, and encourage the children to complete a response so 
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we have a discussion point with the children in class throughout the week. Please also note that we have deliberately 

chosen picture books for all year groups from recommended lists; they have been chosen to provoke thought rather 

than test reading skills. 

Book Club 

Back by popular demand is the half-termly book club! The four titles for this half term are as follows: 

    
The Last Wolf by 

Mini Grey 

Leonora Bolt: Secret 

Inventor by 

Lucy Brandt 

Einstein the Penguin by  

Iona Rangeley 

Pax by 

Sara Pennypacker 

 

The children have until 4th November 2022 to read, share and enjoy the titles chosen. After half term, the children will 

have the chance to discuss the title, and then new titles for the next half term will be set. As always, we do have copies 

of each title for the children to borrow so please do get involved. We love to hear what the children think about the 

books we have chosen. 

We always have at least one copy of the books chosen as part of our school library, so please feel free to borrow the 

books from school. We ask that you return the books as soon as you can so that as many children as possible have the 

chance to take part. 

Virtual Library 

Our Virtual Library on the school website has been updated! There is a whole school bookshelf on the main page of 

the website, as well as individual links to class bookshelves on the class pages. If you are looking for a book to share 

and enjoy and fancy a change from reading yourself, why not try this? For our older readers, whilst the whole audio 

versions are not always available, the bookshelf is a lovely way to sample a text or listen to the first chapter to see if 

you want to read on. There are also some useful links to Bug Club, Accelerated Reader and Oxford Owl too. 
 

Amazon Wishlist 

We are always looking for ways to regularly replenish the books in our school library with up-to-date and inspiring 

titles that will entice the children to read for pleasure. This is obviously very costly but each year our little school does 

an AMAZING job of fundraising to update the books on offer. This year, we want to make sure we have as many titles 

as possible for the Rainforest Reading Adventure and need to raise around £3,000 to do so. Watch out for some of the 

SPLAT events coming soon, with money raised helping us to stock our library. Your support is much appreciated. 
 

We are often asked for ways that people can support our school with resources, so we have put together ‘Class Wish 

Lists’ on Amazon with some of the book titles that we are keen to purchase for each class towards the Rainforest 

Reading Challenge. The links will be shared with everyone shortly, so if you would like to donate something from the 

wish lists, please feel free! Please also feel free to share the list with family and friends – the more the merrier! 
 

Book Amnesty 

Please could you check the house for any school books. We are missing a high volume of new book titles from last 

year, and would love for these to be available for other children to read. If you find any, we would be grateful of their 

swift return. 
 

Thank you in advance for your continued support. We really hope there is something for everyone to enjoy. 
 

Best wishes 
 

Joanna Crathorne 

Head of School 


