
As Geographers, our big question is…

Who lived in castles like these?

Vocabulary

Normans Contenders Battle of Hastings Motte & Bailey 
Castles

Feudal Systems Domesday Book

A group of people
who invaded England
after the Anglo-Saxon
King died in 1066.

A person or group
competing with each
other to achieve
something.

The battle where
William the
Conqueror defeated
King Harold in 1066
and the Normans

Castles that were
easy to build and
quick to put up so
that the Normans
could take over land

A type of social
system where people
are given land in
return for their
loyalty and service.

A record book of the
ownership of land in
England.

• There were three contenders for the throne after Edward the 
Confessor died (Harold Godwinson, William: Duke of Normandy 
and Harald Hardrada).

• There were two significant battles in 1066: the Battle of Stamford 
Bridge and the Battle of Hastings.

• William the Conqueror faced many problems when he became the 
ruler of England.

• The Normans built Motte and Bailey castles because they were 
quick and easy to assemble. 

• One of the reasons William won the battle of Hastings was 
because of his well-trained knights.

• William the Conqueror introduced a feudal system which was a 
hierarchy of importance. People were given land in return for good 
service and loyalty. 

• William the Conqueror introduced a great survey known as the 
Domesday Book to check how much money and land people 
owned. 

Find out more about William the 
Conqueror by watching this episode of 

Horrible Histories:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b05y0

mzt/horrible-histories-series-6-3-wicked-
william-the-conqueror-special

Going further with your 
learning…

Do you notice any similarities
between Roman soldiers and
Norman knights?

Become a historian and find out
how many Motte and Bailey castles
are still in Britain today. Choose
one to research further and find key
facts out about it. Choose how to
present your research.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b05y0mzt/horrible-histories-series-6-3-wicked-william-the-conqueror-special


As Scientists, our big question is…

Which wild animals and plants thrive in our local area?

Vocabulary

Classification Vertebrates Invertebrates Specimen Characteristics Environment 

This is where
plants or animals
are placed into
groups according
to their

Animals with a
backbone.

Animals without a
backbone.

A particular plant
of animal that
scientists study to
find out about its
species.

The distinguishing
features or
qualities that are
specific to a
species.

The surroundings
or conditions in
which a person,
animal, or plant
lives or operates.

• Animals, including humans, need the right types and
amount of nutrition, which they get from the food they
eat.

• Humans and some other animals have skeletons and
muscles for support, protection and movement.

• Some animals have back bones and they are known as
vertebrates.

• Some animals do not have a back bone and they are
known as invertebrates.

• Vertebrates can be split into 5 broad groups: reptiles,
fish, birds, amphibians and mammals.

• Changes to our environment can be natural or man
made.

• Changes to our environment can be positive or negative.

When you are older you could
become a: beekeeper,
agricultural contractor,
biologist, animal care worker,
ecologist or a farmworker.

Going further with your 
learning…

Research a natural disaster
that could have a negative
impact on an animal’s
habitat. Visit Plymouth
Aquarium or Paignton Zoo to
find out more about habitats.

•Compare things that are
living, dead, and things that
have never been alive.
•Identify and name a
variety of plants and
animals in their habitats,
including microhabitats.
•Understand how animals
are suited to their habitat.
•Describe how animals
obtain their food, using the
idea of a simple food chain.


