
Stokeinteignhead Primary School

MARCH DIARY DATES
•Thursday 4th: World Book Day and
‘Read
Around the World’ launch
•Monday 8th: National Science Week
•Tuesday 9th: Curriculum Day—Science
•Friday 19th: Comic Relief - Wear red for
Red Nose Day
•Tuesday 23rd: Online Parent
Consultations*
•Wednesday 24th: Online Parent
Consultations*

 
APRIL DIARY DATES

• Thursday 1st: Last day of term
 

EASTER HOLIDAY
Friday 2nd April—Friday 16th April
(inclusive)

•Monday 19th: First day of Summer
Term
•Wednesday 21st: Parent Reading
Information Event

*More information about these events
will
be sent shortly.

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to your March newsletter. We hope that everyone had a restful half-term
away from screens and that you managed to have a well-deserved rest from home-
learning or the school run! 

Return to school on March 8th
We are thrilled to be able to now fully reopen the school to all of our lovely children
and families and we can't wait to see you all. A letter has already been sent with all
the information you will need and a letter from your child's class teacher will follow
shortly with more class specific information.

The biggest change that you will need to be aware of is the new timings for the
school day for each bubble. We are slowly trying to bring the timings back in line with
our original school day. The timings for each bubble are as follows:
Bubble 1 (Ash & Maple Class): 8:40am - 3:10pm
Bubble 2 (Willow & Beech Class): 8:50am - 3:20pm
Siblings: 8:40am - 3:20pm

Parking
Parking will once again be available at the village hall car park and also the car park
at The Church House Inn. Gates to The Church House Inn car park will be opened
each day at 8:30am and 3pm. They will close 9am and 3:30pm. Please avoid parking
at The Church House Inn car park for long periods of time, beyond the drop off and
pick up times. If you are walking in the village after drop-off in the morning, please
do not leave your car in this car park. We are keen to respect that this is someone’s
business premises and wish to avoid abusing their generosity in allowing us to utilise
their car park at key times.

Attendance
From March 8th, attendance at school will once again be compulsory for all
children on roll and the school expects full attendance for the times
designated for your child’s bubble.
 
All schools have a duty to monitor the attendance of the children at their school, to
ensure regular and punctual attendance. It is also monitored by the local authority
and scrutinised closely as part of Ofsted inspections. The Government now require
schools to start monitoring the attendance of pupils and, whilst we understand that
there may be some anxiety about a return to school, concerns about your child’s
attendance will be addressed in a supportive and collaborative manner. 

Red Nose Day
Friday 19th March 2021 is Comic Relief and Red Nose Day. We will once again be
celebrating the event by inviting the children to wear something red and to make a
small donation to the charity on the door in the morning. Reminders will be sent
closer to the date.

Parent Consultations
This term we are holding Parent Consultations on Tuesday 23rd and Wednesday
24th March 2021. Due to the restrictions we have in place for visitors to the building,
we are unable to welcome you into the school for face to face consultations. All
parent consultations will once again take place online. Information about how to
book will follow shortly, along with log-in information for your allocated appointment
time.

Please read on to find out about some of the lovely things that we have been doing
at school and for home-learning recently, as well as some of the exciting things we
have to look forward to this term now that we are all back together again.

Once again, may I take this opportunity to say a big thank you for all the support that
you have shown the school during this latest lockdown period and a massive well
done for surviving home learning. You are all amazing and we are proud of all our
families. We are still at the end of the phone or email if we can help or support you
and your family in any way at all.

Best wishes,

Joanna Crathorne
Head of School

admin@stokeinteignheadschool.org
www.stokeinteignheadschool.org

01626 873208
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world book day competition
Well done to everyone who entered the World Book Day
Recreate a Book Cover competition - we loved seeing the
entries! They made us giggle and we were super impressed
with all of the efforts made. After much deliberation, Mr.
Harding has chosen a winner from each of the bubbles as
follows:

Bubble 1 winner: Albie T in Ash Class for his representation of
the Highway Rat book cover.

Bubble 2 winner: Beau in Beech Class for his representation
of Oliver Who Would Not Sleep.

Your prizes will be presented next week! Well done!

rights respecting
The assessment for our Rights Respecting silver school
award is scheduled to take place at the end of April. As you
may have seen, throughout lockdown, we have been busy
developing the children's learning linked to the Convention
on the Rights of the Child. These assemblies and any
accompanying activities are available to view on the school
website on our new Rights Respecting blog.

We will continue our weekly assemblies linked to the
different articles once all the children have returned, as well
as the learning that we will continue to do in class and as
part of our Rights Respecting Champions work in school.

So far, we have looked at:
Article 7: birth registration, name, nationality, care
Article 31: Rest, play, culture and arts
Article 24: linked to Children's Mental Health Week:
Health Care – ensures that every child has the right to the
best possible health
Articles 16 and 17: linked to Safer Interne Day: the right
to privacy and access to information from the media
Article 23:  A child with a disability has the right to live a full
and decent life with dignity, and as far as possible,
independence, and to play an active part in their community
Article 17, 29 and 31: linked to World Book Day.

Activities linked to our Rights Respecting articles of the week
will be posted online and onto our Rights Respecting blogs.
We would welcome any encouragement from home for the
children to consider one of the activities each week in order
to build their understanding of their rights and
responsibilities.

world book day
Whether at home or at school, we all had a lot of fun
celebrating World Book Day 2021! It was lovely to see all the
different book characters online and at school and we hope
that you all enjoyed the reading and book activities
throughout the day. 

A big thank you to Georgina Harris for the lovely donation of
free books for all our children. For those of you unable to call
by at school, we have your books ready to give to you on
March 8th!

half-term treats

We hope that you all enjoyed your
half-term treats! Thank you for all
the lovely photographs of the
children enjoying their gifts. Extra
points for cream and marshmallow
additions to the hot chocolate - we
think they all look delicious! We also
loved some of the modelling clay
creatures that were made too and
hope it helped to fill some time
during the week at home.



staffing news playground
We have been really busy developing our playground space
further during the lockdown period, ready for when all the
children return to school.

Just before lockdown, the Rights  Respecting Champions and
Eco-Councillors came up with some new ideas for the
playground space that would allow us to develop positive
playtimes. This included the suggestion of activity boxes or
craze boxes, as well as a designated area for sports, and
areas for quieter or more mindful activities. The children
were also keen to develop a playtime set of rules and helped
to vote on the different types of playground markings that
they wanted.

We are really pleased with our brand new playground
markings and can't wait for the children to see them when
they return to school. We will also be introducing the
children to the new 'Craze of the Week' boxes which include
remote controlled cars, dodgeball sets, Spike ball, skipping
ropes, juggling sets, quiet time resources and lots more!

We would also like to say a very big thank you to Charlotte
Epps for creating our lovely new playground boards which
will help the children to select an activity zone, as well as
remind them of the playground values which we have
created linked to our school values.

reading for pleasure
we have also been busy developing our reading areas and
library spaces for the children and are very excited to launch
some of our new initiatives once all the children have
returned.

Each classroom now has its very own reading and book area
full of cosy rugs and cushions and some inspiring book
displays. We will also be launching the 'Read Around the
World' challenge and our brand new virtual libraries which
you will find on the school website pages - more information
will follow shortly. We also hope that lots of the children will
be taking part in our brand new Book Club for this half term.

We are so excited about all the developments we have been
implementing as part of our reading improvements and
hope to continue finding new ways of inspiring a generation
of readers throughout the school.

We also have some more ideas to develop our virtual library
further and we are very keen to involve the wider school and
local community with our endeavours. More information
about this will follow shortly.

Finally, the decorating of our two library spaces has begun
and, although not quite finished, are already taking shape!
We are hopeful that these spaces will be completed by
Easter, so not long to wait!

We are thrilled to announce some new additions to our
amazing staff team. We have three additional Teaching
Assistants, supporting children throughout the school in
both Maple Class and Willow Class. Mrs. Freer and Mrs.
Rowe started just before Christmas, whilst Mr. Stephens is
our newest member of staff, starting just before February
half term.

As some of you will already know, Mrs. Forte is now on
maternity leave awaiting the new arrival to her family. During
her maternity leave, Mrs. Brown will be teaching in Ash Class
on a Friday. Many of you will know Mrs. Brown from the work
she has been doing with some of our Year 2 enrichment
teaching (and some of you may even remember her from
many years ago). 

We are thrilled to welcome all the new members of our team
and would like to thank them for starting during a difficult
time and joining in with all our silly games and ideas too! We
know that you will all make them feel very welcome.

our virtual library



MindUp
For those of you who missed the first parent information
event about MindUp, there is another chance to join a
remote session to find out more. The session will be held
online on Thursday 18th March 2021 at 6:30pm. The
session will last for about an hour and gives parents an
introduction to MindUp with a particular focus on the
brain and mindful breathing. We would love for you to
attend to find out more as we are keen to share our
learning with you all, as well as the strategies and language
we will be using at school. A recorded session will also be
made available on our school website after the event.

Once all the children are back in school, we will be starting
the next phase of learning linked to mindful senses and
mindful breathing - we are also going to be linking some of
our science week activities to our mindful senses learning.
Some classes have already started to try the mindful
breathing exercises throughout the day and we have been
amazed and impressed at how much the children have
engaged with it. It is a lovely way to help the children
recalibrate and take a moment to calm their amygdala
ready for learning to take place. We are looking forward to
sharing the next steps of our learning with you throughout
the half term.

Why not ask your child to tell you a bit more about their
brain and how it works?

mental health & well being
It is still really important to try and find opportunities to have mindful moments throughout the day. Action for Happiness
have released this month's calendar for Mindful March. There are some lovely ideas on the calendar and helpful reminders
to be kind to ourselves. A copy of the calendar has also been attached to the letter.

mother's day
The children have been working hard on some special
surprises to say thank you to mothers and other special
people in our lives for the love and care they give us. These
will be coming home at the end of the week.

We have also been asked to contribute to a display in St.
Andrew's church for the special Mothering Sunday service.
The service will be taking place on Sunday 14th March
2021 at 11am at St. Andrew's Church, Stokeinteignhead
and the church have asked us to extend a warm invitation
to any families at the school who may wish to attend.
Church Covid-19 safety regulations for the service will be
followed to keep the congregation safe at this time.

church house inn

The Church House Inn are pleased to announce that their
take-away menu is back! Take-away is available on Friday
and Saturday evenings, as well as Sunday roast take-
aways.
Pizza, burgers, fish and chips and lots more is available for
pre-order and collection. Please see the full take away
menu attached at the back of the newsletter.
To place an order call: 01626 872475



breakfast & after school club
Our Breakfast Club and After School provision remains available for the children of critical workers. At the moment, we do ask
that parents book their Breakfast Club and After School places at the same time as you book your critical worker spaces every
week. This will enable us to ensure that we can staff the provision adequately and safely. Your understanding and co-operation
with this is very much appreciated. Please see below for details of timings and charges. 

timings & charges
Breakfast Club opens at 7:40am until the beginning of the
school day at 8:40am.

After School Club starts at 3:10pm and runs until 5pm. 

Breakfast Club: £4 per session 
After School Club: £8 per session 

We are now able to accept work scheme childcare vouchers
from: -Computer Share - Eden Red Please ask at the office
for more information.

ways to book
To book a space for your child, simply contact the school
office by: Phone: 01626 873208 Email:
admin@stokeinteignheadschool.org You will need to book
BC/ASC provision when you book your key worker spaces
each week. 

science week

Week beginning 8th March is British Science Week
and we can't wait to celebrate it at Stokeinteignhead
Primary School!

We have lots of things to look forward to, including:
- a whole school biscuit challenge (Miss C is very much
looking forward to this one...!)
- a competition to see which class can make the highest
fizzy fountain - certain to go with a BANG!
- curious questions that will get everyone thinking
scientifically.
- staff science challenges: each member of staff has set the
children a question or suggested an investigation that the
children might like to carry out - all sorts from milk art to
memory tests for outer space astronauts!

We can't wait to share our learning with you!

book club
Don't forget - it's not too late to take part in our new
book club.

Each half term we will pick a book title for each class that we
think you may like to read and that you may enjoy. You will
have the half term to read the book. At the end of the term,
time will be given for each class to discuss their book club
book, to give opinions and to review it.

We would love for you to be involved in our book club so
please encourage your child to get involved - we also think
that the books are great to share as a family and we would
encourage the adults to read them too!


