
 
 

DECEMBER 
DIARY DATES 

• Thursday 3rd: MindUp Parent Information 
Event* 

• Friday 4th: Year 6 Buckfast Advent Event 
(Online)* 

• Wednesday 9th: Christmas lunch 
• Wednesday 9th: Christmas jumper day 

• Wednesday 16th: Bubble 1 Nativity film 
link released for parents 

• Wednesday 16th: Bubble 2 Christmas 
song performance film link released for 
parents 

• Friday 18th: Last day of Autumn Term 

• Friday 18th: Non-school uniform day 
 

JANUARY 
DIARY DATES 

• Monday 4th: Back to school for Spring 
Term A 

• Monday 25th January: Enrichment 
week—TBC 

 
*More dates will follow shortly as events 
are confirmed 

STOKEINTEIGNHEAD PRIMARY 
 

admin@stokeinteignheadschool.org 
01626 873208 

DECEMBER 

NEWSLETTER 

Article 31 Every child has the right to relax, 

play and take part in a wide range of cultural 

and artistic activities.  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It’s been a very busy month since our last newsletter and December is set 
to be the busiest yet as we start all of the lovely festivities that make this 
time of the year so magical! 

Attendance 
The school’s attendance rate is currently  at 96.5%. This year, our school 
is aiming to keep our attendance rate at 97% or above. Thank you to you 
all for ensuring that the children come to school and get back into a rou-
tine, especially as we understand heightened anxiety around illness at the 
moment.  If your child is unwell and not attending school, please make 
sure that you contact the school office by 9:30am to report the reason for 
their absence. 
 

A reminder that, in line with local authority policy, we are unable to au-
thorise holidays during term time. Your understanding and co-operation 
with this is greatly appreciated. 

 

Internet/Online Safety 
We are always aware that children have access to a wide range of media 
in their lives, including social media. As part of our ongoing work in 
school, we teach the children about online safety and how to keep them-
selves safe when working or playing online. 
 

It is very important for everyone to be aware of the safety regulations 
linked to apps and media . Below is a chart to remind you of the age re-
strictions for some popular social media sites, including WhatsApp, Insta-
gram, FaceBook. Twitter and TikTok. 

Applications for Primary School Places 
Just a reminder that applications for Reception Primary School places for 
admission in September 2021 is now open. If you have a child born be-
tween 1st September 2016 and 31st August 2017, you can apply online at 
www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline. Applications must be completed by 
15th January 2021; applications after this date will be considered as late 
and you may not get a place for your child in a school of your choice. If 
you know anyone who is interested in our school, please ask them to 
get in touch with the school to arrange a COVID-safe visit. 
 

Christmas Events and Celebrations 
The children are busily preparing for the Christmas events and celebra-
tions that will be taking place at school over the next two weeks. We are 
excited to share the festive fun with you online via the ’unlisted’ links. 
Whilst we know that this will not be quite the same we feel it is important 
to give the children the same opportunities to participate in traditional 
activities at this time of the year. 
 

Information has been sent about the different Christmas events and 
thank you for signing and returning the permission slips which allow your 
child to take part in the filming.  
 

We can’t wait for you to see them perform and are sure it will be just 
what you need to lift spirits in time for Christmas!  
 

Joanna Crathorne  
Head of School 



Maple Class have been very busy historians this term, learning 

all about life in pre-historic Britain from the Stone Age to the 

Iron Age. 

The children have created some amazing examples of cave art, 

learning how to create a stencil print. The children also had a 

go at using charcoal and pastel to add some extra effects. 

They have also been learning how we can find out about life in 

the past from artefacts and monuments. The children had a 

great morning recreating Stonehenge from biscuits and model-

ling clay and learning all about the different features and types 

of stones! We had to try very hard not to eat our hard work! 

 

In art this term, the children in Willow Class are creating works 

of art linked to theme of journeys through rural landscapes. 

They have made journey sticks using coloured yarns and sym-

bols inspired by Australian aboriginal works of art and have 

now started planning a work of art inspired by the illustrator 

Marc Martin. 

In music they have composed a group composition that de-

scribes the journey made by a river. We will be using the music 

as a soundtrack to a filmed journey of their art work.  

We can’t wait to share them with you. 

The children in Ash Class have been busy little bees once 

again this half term. In maths, they have been learning all 

about shapes, both 2D shapes and 3D shapes. They have 

been learning how to sort the shapes according to their 

properties, making their own shapes and even making their 

own shape pictures. 

The children were also excited to welcome a new class 

pet...their little mouse robot! They have been learning how 

to program the mouse to do different things and even used 

it to help them learn their tricky words! 

Have a look at what they have all been up to... 

The children in Beech Class have had another busy month of 

learning! 

The Year 6 children really enjoyed taking part in the Advent 

event hosted by Buckfast Abbey, this year online. The children 

had a great time making wooden Christmas tree decorations 

using natural materials, as well as felt stockings. The children 

also learnt sign language for the Christmas carol, ‘Silent Night’. 

Article 31 Every child has the right to relax, play and take 

part in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities.  



Why not join in the festive window fun! Create your own fes-

tive themed window, take a photo and send it to: homelearn-

ing@stokeinteignheadschool.org 

We will post them on our social media page for all to enjoy. 

There may even be a prize for our favourites! 

The Eco-Councillors, supported by Mrs. Delve, are busy cre-

ating an action plan to work towards an Eco-School Green 

Flag award. 

As part of our Eco-Council, we would love to invite some par-

ents to join our team as we would love to involve our whole 

school community. 

The children already have lots of ideas including planters for 

different kinds of plants, as well as a fairy garden for the 

younger children at the school and an improvement in recy-

cling facilities. We are especially keen to collect crisp packets 

for a charity who recycles them into blankets for the home-

less. 

If you are interested in helping, please email the school office. 

Christmas has landed at Stokeinteignhead! Not 

only did the elves visit to decorate the building with festive 

cheer, but the children have been busy creating our yearly 

favourite—the Christmas hoops! We think they are AMAZ-

ING and are filling the hall with some festive spirit! A big 

thank you to Mr. Clayden for bringing the ‘BIG’ ladder and 

hanging them up for us! 

This year, the village of Stokeinteignhead is working together to 

put on a ‘walking advent calendar’ event. Houses and businesses 

throughout the village have volunteered to create a window for 

the 24 days of advent linked to a familiar Christmas carol or 

song. 

Each day, a new window will be revealed. Details of the locations 

of the windows can be found on the poster on the last page of 

this newsletter. We have also emailed it to our families.  

Our school is proud to be window number 2! The Year 6 children 

worked really hard to make it look super special and we can’t 

wait for you to see it. We also know that there are lots of other 

lovely windows around the village and it would be an enjoyable 

challenge to try and find the windows whilst on an afternoon 

stroll one weekend. We are sure the children would love it! 

Article 31 Every child has the right to relax, play and take part 

in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities.  

Christmas lunch will be served on Wednesday 9th 

December 2020. Please note that this is a change to the 

original date. Thank you for returning all your orders. It’s 

lovely to see so many keen for a Christmas treat. 

To help get into the festive spirit, the children are allowed 

to wear a Christmas jumper on this day instead of their 

school jumper. All other items of uniform will need to be 

worn. 

We can’t wait to see all the festive favourites 

again this year! 

We are busy working hard towards our silver award for Rights 

Respecting at school. We have lots of projects under way to 

continue to improve our school for the better and now we 

need your help! 

We are keen to build the confidence of the children in talking 

about the different articles and rights linked to the Conven-

tion of the Rights of the Child. We would love to involve some 

parents in helping to build confidence in this area and spread 

the word further amongst the school community. 

If you would be willing to take part in some of our meetings 

online (and face-to-face when we are allowed), please email 

the school office. 

Thank you for your support.  



Thank you to everyone who attended the parent information session about our mental health and well-being programme, 

MindUP. 

We will be sharing the PowerPoint slides with all our families in the coming days so you can view the information at your own 

leisure. If you would like to ask any questions about MindUP, please do not hesitate to ask a member of staff on the play-

ground.  

We will be offering a second session after Christmas; we would love more parents to support the school in implementing the 

programme for the benefit of our children’s mental and emotional health and well-being. We also think it will be beneficial for 

all members of our school community including our staff and parents. 

November 16th 2020 marked the beginning of Anti-Bullying 

Week 2020. The children marked the start of this important 

week by coming to school wearing odd socks. This reminds us 

that everyone can be different but that we are all still human 

beings who deserve kindness, tolerance and acceptance. The 

children each decorated their own sock and made a pledge or 

promise of something they would do to try and make our 

school kinder and safer for everyone. 

Our Rights Respecting champions have also been busy col-

lecting ideas for making the playground kind and safe. So far, 

they have suggested the addition of playground rules, a buddy 

bench, a calm zone and playground leaders and buddies to look 

out for all of the children. 



To book a space for your child, simply con-
tact the school office by: 

Phone: 01626 873208 

Email: ad-
min@stokeinteignheadschool.org 

Or 

Breakfast Club opens at 7:40am 
until the beginning of the school day at 
8:40am 

After School Club starts at 3:10pm and 
runs until 5pm. 

Breakfast Club: £4 per session  

After School Club: £8 per session 

The children have had an amazing time at 

After School Club this half term. From fire-

work pictures and movie night (with the 

most delicious smelling popcorn!) to soap 

making—the children were certainly kept 

very busy and entertained. Great fun was 

had by all.  

Have a look at all the lovely special events 

happening in the first half of Spring Term 

after Christmas, including sports clubs (more 

information to follow)...we hope you can 

come along and join us. We would love to 

see you there!  

Professional mother and three young children looking 

for a three-bedroom rental place to call home. Ideally 

close to the school or in surrounding villages.  

Please call Alexia on 07536984731.  

Article 31 Every child has the right to relax, play and take part 

in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities.  



Article 31 Every child has the right to relax, play and take part 

in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities.  


