
 

NOVEMBER 
DIARY DATES 

• Monday 2nd: Back to school 
• Monday 2nd: Individual School Photos 

• Monday 9th: NHS Flu Vaccinations 
• Friday 13th: Children in Need—Spotty 

themed non-uniform day 
• Monday 16th: Odd Sock Day for Anti-

Bullying Week Launch 
• Monday 23rd: Boo to a Goose Theatre 

Group: Space Cats show—Year 1 and Year 
2 only* 

• Tuesday 24th: Online Parent Consulta-
tions* - Evening 01 

• Wednesday 25th: Online Parent Consulta-
tions* - Evening 02 

 

DECEMBER 
DIARY DATES 

• Thursday 3rd: MindUp Parent Information 
Event* 

• Friday 4th: Year 6 Buckfast Advent Event 
(Online)* 

• Wednesday 16th: Christmas lunch—TBC 
• Wednesday 16th: Christmas Jumper 

Day—TBC 
• Friday 18th: Last day of Autumn Term 
 
*More dates will follow shortly as events 
are confirmed 

STOKEINTEIGNHEAD PRIMARY 
 

admin@stokeinteignheadschool.org 
01626 873208 

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 

NEWSLETTER 

Article 31 Every child has the right to relax, play and 

take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic activi-

ties.  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We hope this newsletter finds everyone well and that you had a lovely 
and relaxing half term break with your families. It is lovely to see you all 
back at school, safe and well. 

Attendance 
The school’s attendance rate is currently  at 97.1%. This year, our school 
is aiming to keep our attendance rate at 97% or above. Thank you to you 
all for ensuring that the children come to school and get back into a rou-
tine, especially as we understand heightened anxiety around illness at the 
moment.  If your child is unwell and not attending school, please make 
sure that you contact the school office by 9:30am to report the reason for 
their absence. 
 
A reminder that, in line with local authority policy, we are unable to au-
thorise holidays during term time. Your understanding and co-operation 
with this is greatly appreciated. 

 
Parking 
Please could we respectfully ask that all parents use the village hall car 
park or the pub car park when dropping children off at school or when 
picking them up at the end of the school day. Whilst we understand that 
it is more convenient to park a little closer to the school, we have re-
ceived several complaints from local residents for whom the parking is 
creating some difficulties. The village hall car park is now available for 
parking at both drop off and pick up. The Church House Inn car park is 
opened at 8:30am and closed at 9:10am. It will then also be open for the 
end of the school day. Thank you for your support and understanding. 
 
Road Safety 
It is lovely to see the children riding bikes and scooters to school and 
keeping fit and healthy. Please remind them of road safety and awareness 
when riding on the road as the road is busy with cars at both the begin-
ning and end of the day; it is especially dangerous on the corner by the 
village hall. Please make sure that your children stay within your range of 
vision at all times. We will be running our own safety assemblies this term 
to teach the children how to stay safe, which will include road awareness, 
with support of our PCSO, PC Clarke Orchard. 
 
Applications for Primary School Places 
Just a reminder that applications for Reception Primary School places for 
admission in September 2021 opens on Friday 15th November 2020. If 
you have a child born between 1st September 2016 and 31st August 
2017, you can apply online at www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline. Ap-
plications must be completed by 15th January 2021; applications after 
this date will be considered as late and you may not get a place for your 
child in a school of your choice. Please ensure you list your top three 
schools; selecting only one choice may mean that if you are unsuccessful 
for your chosen school, your child could be placed in any school where 
there is a space.  
 

Christmas Events and Celebrations 
We are still looking forward to Christmas at Stokeinteignhead School 
(there may have already been some morning dancing to some favourite 
Christmas tunes too)! Although it will have to be a little different this year, 
we are busy working out a way that we can share some favourite tradi-
tions with you all. Once we have completed our plan, we will send you 
more information.   
 

Google Classroom 
If you have not already done so, please try and log-in to your child’s 
Google Classroom account. If you have any difficulties please notify your 
child’s class teacher who will be able to help you get online. Should we be 
required to close class bubbles for isolation, or should your child need to 
isolate whilst waiting for a test, home learning will be set using Google 
Classroom. 
 
Thank you very much for your continued support in helping to ensure the 

safety and well-being of all of our children. We are so proud of how well 

the children are coping with the return to school and think 

they are all superstars! Well done team Stoke! 

Joanna Crathorne  
Head of School 



 

We are really pleased to welcome two new members of 

staff to our team this term. 

Ms. Tracy Murfin has joined our amazing team of teaching 

assistants and has survived her first week supporting across 

both Ash Class and Maple Class! She is an experienced 

teaching assistant and joins us from Alphington Primary. 

Ms. Murfin is also our new member of staff for After School 

Club working alongside Miss. Cheung. 

And...some of you might remember one of these faces, Mrs. 

Hannah Brown, who is joining us for one day a week to pro-

vide some enrichment teaching to help support children 

with their learning and confidence following the lockdown 

period. She will be starting next week, initially working with 

children in Year 2. Mrs. Brown taught at Stokeinteignhead 

for six years before starting her own family. She is an experi-

enced teacher and we are thrilled that she wanted to come 

back! 

It has been really wonderful to see all the children enjoying 

our new playground equipment. From the youngest children 

in Ash Class, to the Year 6 children in Beech, I don’t think 

there is anyone who hasn’t enjoyed some time climbing, hang-

ing, hiding and playing on it! 

Article 31 Every child has the right to relax, play and take 

part in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities.  

A huge thank you for all your donations for the local charity 

H.I.T.S (Homeless in Teignbridge Support) foodbank. H.I.T.S. 

works with homeless people and those in crisis and need in 

our community, throughout Teignbridge and in the more 

rural areas. People that they have helped include those who 

are homeless, victims of domestic violence, ex-service per-

sonnel, the elderly, families in poverty, disabled people, ex-

offenders and many others.  

The charity was amazed at how much our little school had 

collected—it almost didn’t fit on the van! We strongly be-

lieve, especially at a time where the financial circumstances 

of people are affected by the pandemic, that the charity is 

doing a very important job of supporting vulnerable mem-

bers of our community. Thank you. 

The Rights Respecting Champions have been busy thinking 

about how we can develop our playground space even fur-

ther to make the playground a friendly and kind place for all 

children to enjoy. Their ideas include: 

• A more attractive buddy bench 

• Rules for the playground 

• A ‘calm down’ zone 

• New playground markings 

• Planters for more attractive plants or to grow some 

seeds from our seed bank 

• Fairy garden and fire pit 

Lots of ambitious and lovely ideas; we like a challenge at 

Stokeinteignhead so watch this space! 

Not only have the Rights Respecting Champions been think-

ing about how we can continue to improve our outside 

space, they have also been helping to decide how we can 

create some awe inspiring spaces for our libraries (Key 

Stage 1 and Key Stage 2). 

We are busy clearing the spaces, sorting the books and as-

sembling some new IKEA furniture for the spaces. The chil-

dren are busy thinking about the different themes for our 

spaces and the Rights Respecting 

Champions will be helping to choose 

some of the decorations and furnish-

ings for the space. 

We can’t wait for them to start taking 

shape so that we have some cosy 

spaces for the children to spend time 

enjoying their books and reading for 

pleasure. We will share our progress 

with you along the way—we may even 

need your help! 



Maple Class has been very busy since the start of term! The 

children have been learning all about rocks and fossils as part 

of their science topis, as well as ‘What Makes the Earth Angry?’ 

as their big question for Geography.  

In art, the children started the year learning about the artist 

Picasso. We had great fun playing ‘Roll-a-Picasso’ to make 

some unusual faces! This term, the children have started to 

learn about weaving. They have been learning the basic princi-

ples using different coloured pieces of paper and lots of con-

centration as it was very fiddly! Over the next few weeks, the 

children will be trying out other forms of weaving including 

weaving with yarns and wool. 

 

Willow Class has been working hard and seem to be enjoying 

their return to school. 

They have been busy with their learning in all areas of the cur-

riculum, imagining life without electricity and creating simple 

circuits in science, creating games to practise key maths skills 

in place value and addition and subtraction, and learning about 

the challenges faced by refugees. 

In art, the children have been busy creating mixed media 

works of art following a study of Mark Hearld. Their art and 

music topic links to our Rights Respecting learning and the 

Global Goal ‘Below Water’.  

There have been some unusual visitors in Ash Class during 

the first part of the term...when the tiger came to tea! The 

children have been learning the lovely story by Judith Kerr. 

They used the story to inspire unusual tea parties of their 

own, including the leech who came to tea! They even threw 

a tigery tea party, making iced tiger biscuits, listening to 

some ‘roaring’ songs and enjoying a freshly made cup of 

tea! Even Miss. Crathorne got an invitation to the party, 

which the children had written themselves. 

What a lovely start for our new EYFS children, as well as an 

exciting start for our Year 1 children. I wonder what this 

term will have in store for our little learners in Ash Class! 

Beech Class has also enjoyed a fun-packed start to life in 

Year 6. From problem solving in maths to learning all about 

climate change and global warming in Geography, the chil-

dren have been working very hard—we are impressed! 

The children have also been enjoying their art and music 

project linked to the Global Goals, this time with a focus on 

Life on Land. The children have studied the artist Carolyn 

Gavin and will soon be creating their final pieces which we 

will share with you once they are complete. Watch this 

space and be prepared to be wowed! 



This term, we have launched the MindUP programme at 

Stokeinteignhead Primary School.  

MindUP is the signature program of The Goldie Hawn Founda-

tion, a not-for-profit organization created in response to the 

global epidemic of childhood aggression, anxiety, depression 

and suicide. Based firmly in neuroscience, MindUP gives chil-

dren the knowledge and tools they need to manage stress, 

regulate emotions and face the challenges of the 21st century 

with optimism, resilience and compassion.  

We have started by teaching the children all about their brain. 

The children will learn about the concept of neuroplasticity, 

and how their brain regulates emotions. We had a whole 

school afternoon where each class learnt about the three key 

parts of their brain: the Pre-Frontal Cortex (PFC), the hippo-

campus and the amygdala. 

There will be an online introduction to MindUP for parents on 

Thursday 3rd December 2020 at 18:30. The session aims to 

give you information about the principles of the programme, 

how it will be implemented at school and some things you 

might be able to do at home to support the mental health and 

well being of your children. 



To book a space for your child, simply contact the 
school office by: 

Phone: 01626 873208 

Email: admin@stokeinteignheadschool.org 

Or on the door in the morning! 

Breakfast Club opens at 7:40am until the 
beginning of the school day at 8:40am 

After School Club starts at 3:10pm and runs 
until 5pm. 

Breakfast Club: £4 per session  

After School Club: £8 per session 

We have lots of fun activities on offer at After 

School Club this term, so why not come along?! 

Although our sports clubs are temporarily post-

poned during the lockdown period, there are still 

plenty of treats in store. From firework pictures to 

soap-making, movie night and even the chance to 

make (and eat!) marshmallow snowmen, book a 

space now to avoid disappointment. We look for-

ward to welcoming you all to the After School Club 

and Breakfast Club soon! 

During the last half term, Willow Class and Beech Class took part in a Timesta-

bles Rockstars tournament against each other! A massive well done to every-

one who took part. 

Overall, Beech Class came out on top as the winners of the challenge! Well 

done Beech—especially as there are only 15 of you to play! The top three 

players in each class were: 

Beech:  Delphine, James and Esmee 

Willow: Mollie, Sebastian and James S 

A new competition has been set for this half term—come on Willow Class! 

Let’s see if you can be champions this time round. 


