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WELCOME BACK  

NEWSLETTER 

Article 31 Every child has the right to relax, play and 

take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic activi-

ties.  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We hope this newsletter finds everyone well and that you have 

been enjoying time together with your family during the sum-

mer holiday. 

We understand that for some of you, sending your children 

back to school during these current circumstances may feel a 

little daunting. Please feel assured that every measure has 

been taken to ensure that the children can come back safely; 

the staff have been working hard during the holiday to prepare 

the classrooms and school, as well as to plan some exciting 

new projects and learning for the children for all the different 

subjects. We will, of course, also work hard to make sure that 

we are identifying where the children may need some extra 

support due to the time away from school but we also feel that 

it is important for the children to experience the broad range 

of different subjects and topics. We will also support the chil-

dren’s emotional and mental well-being upon their return to 

make sure that they are feeling confident and happy in them-

selves. The first couple of weeks really will be focused on eas-

ing the children back into life at school again.  

I am resending the letter outlining the ways in which we are 

organising the school in order to adhere to the Government 

guidelines, enabling us to keep the children and staff as safe as 

possible, so please look out for that as well. 

On behalf of all of the staff at Stokeinteignhead Primary School, 

I would like to say a very BIG thank you for all of your support 

throughout this last period of time; for all your kind words and 

for all the wonderful gifts that were showered upon us. Your 

generosity and support is very much appreciated by us all and 

you are a very big part of our school and its successes. Please 

bear with us and support us as we navigate our way through 

this next period of uncertainty; we are doing all we can to 

make sure the children have a positive experience of school 

again. 

Finally, I would like to say a HUGE well done and thank you to 

the amazing staff at Stokeinteignhead for their hard work 

throughout the holidays in preparing the school for the return 

of our families. They really are an incredible bunch; nothing has 

been too great an ask and their dedication and professionalism 

is truly commendable. 

The next few pages of the letter are there as a reminder of 

come of the key information and expectations in the coming 

weeks and some of our news. We are very much looking for-

ward to seeing all of your lovely faces again next week. 

Our love and very best wishes to you all. 

Joanna Crathorne  

SEPTEMBER DIARY DATES 
• Thursday 3rd September: Non-Pupil Day 

• Friday 4th September: Non-Pupil Day 

• Monday 7th September: Year 1 and Year 3 only 
return to school (8:40am—3:10pm) 

• Tuesday 8th September: Year 1, Year 3 (8:40am—
3:10pm) Year 4 and Year 6 (9am to 3:30pm) only  
attend school 

• Tuesday 8th September: Reception attend 10am—
11:45am 

• Tuesday 8th September: Afternoon doorstep visits* 

• Wednesday 9th September: Year 1, Year 2, Year 3 
(8:40am—3:10pm), Year 4 and Year 6 (9am—
3:30pm) only  attend school 

• Wednesday 9th September: Reception attend 
8:40am—11:45am 

• Wednesday 9th September: Afternoon doorstep 
visits* 

• Thursday 10th September: Year 1, Year 2, Year 3 
(8:40am—3:10pm), Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 
(9am—3:30pm) only  attend school 

• Thursday 10th September: Reception attend 
1:10pm—3:10pm 

• Thursday 10th September: Morning doorstep visits* 

• Friday 11th September: Year 1, Year 2, Year 3 
(8:40am—3:10pm), Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 only  
(9am—3:30pm) attend school 

• Friday 11th September: Reception attend 8:40am—
1:15pm (lunch at school) 

• Monday 14th September: All children return to 
school. 

• Tuesday 22nd September: Online Parent Consulta-
tions* 

• Wednesday 23rd September: Online Parent Consul-
tations* 

 
* More detailed information will be sent shortly 



Upon returning to school in September, all children 

will be expected to wear school uniform in line with our 

uniform policy. As it has been a little while since we have all 

had to think about uniform, here is a reminder about uni-

form expectations: 

Our school uniform is: 

• School sweatshirt with the school logo or a plain 

navy blue cardigan 

• Yellow polo shirt with the school logo 

• Grey or black shorts/skirt/trousers/pinafore dress 

• Children can wear blue gingham dresses/shorts in 

the summer 

• Plain black, sensible school shoes (if the shoes have 

laces, please make sure that these are black) 

• In the summer the children can wear sturdy sandals 

which support their feet via a heel strap. No flip-

flops allowed. 
 

Our P.E. Kit is: 

• Plain white t-shirt or polo shirt 

• Plain black/navy blue shorts (not cycling shorts) 

• Plain navy blue tracksuit bottoms (in colder weath-

er) 

• Navy blue school P.E. sweatshirt with P.E. logo 

• Trainers or plimsolls – no football boots 

At present, the pre-loved uniform rail will not be in opera-

tion for hygiene reasons. We will continue to review this 

and notify you when it is safe for us to open it up again. 

We are also asking that the children’s belongings are 

named, including shoes, coats and bags. It is even more 

important that we can identify belongings as we are unable 

to have unclaimed items hanging around in the building for 

hygiene reasons.  

We are also asking, where possible, that the children’s be-

longings fit into their school bags so that we can contain 

individual children’s items safely and hygienically. Please 

do not allow additional toys or possessions to come to 

school. Your understanding and support with this will be 

much appreciated. 

 

 School lunches will once again be available from Septem-

ber and you will have already received the menus and aller-

gy information. 

School lunches are free for children in Reception through 

to the end of Year 2, as well as to children who are entitled 

to Free School Meals because of family circumstances. Chil-

dren in other year groups will be able to purchase meals as 

they would do normally or bring a packed lunch. 

We are also excited that Miss French will be cooking a larg-

er number of our school meals at Stokeinteignhead this 

year and would like to thank her for volunteering to do so. 

School lunch times and break times are now staggered, 

with each bubble eating and playing separately. 

Please make sure that you alert the school if your child has 

any allergies. We have been reviewing our procedures for 

supporting individuals with allergies at school. We now 

have a number of both children and adults with allergies, 

some with potentially fatal outcomes.  

For this reason, we are now asking for parental support in 

helping us to manage the safety and well-being of all those 

with allergies in our building. A separate letter has been 

sent with more information, but we are requesting that 

parents: 

• do not send nuts or products containing nuts (where 

known or possible). This includes peanut butter. 

• talk to your children about the importance of not 

sharing their food with other children. 

• talk to your child about the importance of washing 

hands thoroughly both before and after eating. 

Whilst we do not want to limit the food choices for our 

families, we do want to make sure that everyone at our 

school is safe and well. Your help and understanding with 

this matter is much appreciated. 

For children in Year 6, please remember that applications 

for a place at secondary schools need to be submitted by 

31st October 2020.  

To do this, you need to apply online at 

www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline to 

ensure that your child gets considered 

for you preferred secondary school. 

If any of your contact details (phone numbers, mobile num-

bers, addresses, e-mail addresses) have changed over the 

holiday period, please make sure that you notify the school 

office so that we can update our records. Up-to-date infor-

mation helps us to keep your child safe at school, so your co-

operation with this is much appreciated. 



Attendance at school is now once again compulsory for all 

children from September and the school expects full 

attendance for the times designated for your child’s bub-

ble. All schools have a duty to monitor the attendance of 

the children at their school, to ensure regular and punctual 

attendance. It is also monitored by the local authority and 

scrutinised closely as part of Ofsted inspections.  

The Government now require schools to once again start 

monitoring the attendance of pupils and, whilst we under-

stand that there may be some anxiety about a return to 

school, concerns about your child’s attendance will be ad-

dressed. Where there are concerns about your child’s 

attendance at school, we will, of course, work closely with 

our families collaboratively to see if any supportive 

measures can be put in place to ensure your child’s full 

attendance. 

Reporting an Illness  

If your child is unwell, please phone the school office by 

9:30am to report their absence. If you are leaving a mes-

sage, please leave clear details as to the nature of the ill-

ness. If your child has had sickness and/or diarrhoea, they 

need to stay at home for 48 hours after the last episode. 

Unreported absences will be marked as unauthorised if we 

are unable to contact you.  

Requesting absence during term-time 

If parents wish to make a request for an absence, permis-

sion must be sought from the school at least 3 weeks in 

advance using an ‘Absence Request’ form (S2) which out-

lines the legal information you will need to consider. Please 

be reminded that, by law, the school is unable to authorise 

holidays unless circumstances are deemed exceptional and, 

if the school refuses your request and the child is still taken 

out of school, this will be recorded as an unauthorised ab-

sence. Where your child has 10 or more unauthorised ab-

sences from school (5 days or more), we are obliged to 

report this to the Education Welfare Service, which may 

then lead to a penalty notice being issued by the local au-

thority. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any con-

cerns about your child attending school. 

 

This term, we will be continuing our Rights Respecting journey towards our silver award and have lots of things planned linked 

to children’s rights and the global goals. This includes an exciting music and art project linked to the global goals. We will be 

appointing new Rights Respecting Champions again this term, who will help us to continue to keep children’s rights at the heart 

of everything we do. Learning early in the term will refresh the children’s memories of their rights, as well as their responsibili-

ties in protecting the rights of others. We very much look forward to sharing our learning with you throughout the year. 

Some staff from across the United Schools Federation, 

including Miss Crathorne and Mr Harding, will be taking 

part in the Three Peaks Challenge on October 16th 2020 in 

order to raise money for Young Minds. They have spent the 

summer training and even climbed Snowdon to test out 

their new kit! 

Young Minds is a charity that is leading the fight for a fu-

ture where all young minds are supported and empowered, 

whatever the challenges. They work to make sure that chil-

dren and young people get the best possible mental health 

support and have the resilience to overcome life’s difficul-

ties. 

The crisis in children and young people’s mental health is 

real and it is urgent. More children and young people than 

ever before are reaching out for help with their mental 

health. But for those who take that brave step, help is 

much too hard to find. Young Minds is working to ensure 

that help and support is available for all young people.  

As a federation of schools, we will be working hard 

throughout the year to support the mental, as well as phys-

ical well-being of our young people. This is the one of the 

ways that we wish to show our commitment to the im-

portance of protecting mental health and well-being. We 

are also embarking upon a school-wide programme called 

‘Mind Up’ which teaches children about their brain and 

how it works, as well as strategies to help them cope with 

anxiety and worries. 

Information about how you might sponsor the federation 

team to complete their challenge will be sent shortly. 



We are very excited to announce that, after years of fundraising, planning and waiting that our playground development is 

about to get underway! 

Earth Wrights, a Devon company who specialise in the design of imaginative outdoor play spaces for children and communi-

ties, have designed an exciting space for the children at our school to enjoy. They listened to the ideas of the children and 

combined these with their understanding of the need for different types of play to create the wonderful design you see be-

low. The materials used for the construction are sustainably sourced and have a natural look, in keeping with our local area. 

The project is set to get underway next week with groundworks due to start on Wednesday 9th September 2020 and the 

main construction starting in the week beginning Monday 14th September 2020.  We are so excited that the children will 

soon have an outdoor space of which they can feel proud and excited, and we can’t wait to show you the finished results. 

Please be advised of possible construction vehicles during this week; much of the equipment is being craned onto the premis-

es and we are keen not to cause too much congestion in the village. Please park at the village hall/Church House Inn car parks 

and walk the children to the school premises. 

A HUGE thank you to SPLAT and all of our lovely families over the years who have helped us with fundraising towards our 

goal. The addition of a £25,000 grant has made the project possible and leaves us money for some exciting developments 

with our library spaces inside the building too. Watch this space... 



To book a space for your child, simply contact the school 
office by: 

Phone: 01626 873208 

Email: admin@stokeinteignheadschool.org 

Or on the door in the morning! 

Breakfast Club opens at 7:40am until the beginning of the 

school day at 8:40am 

After School Club starts aat 3:10pm and runs until 5pm. 

Breakfast Club: £4 per session  

After School Club: £8 per session 

We are now able to accept work scheme childcare vouchers from: 

-Computer Share  

- Eden Red 

Please ask at the office for more information. 

AFTER SCHOOL SPORT’S CLUBS WITH ACHIEVE4ALL 

Achive4All will be running outdoor sport’s clubs for each 

bubble of children and these will commence in the week 

beginning Monday 14th September 2020. To book these, 

please contact the school office by phone or email.  More 

information about the clubs and the charging options will be 

sent in the coming days. 

Mondays: Multi-Skills and Sports for Bubble 1: Ash and 

Maple Class (Reception to Year 3) Places will be allocated 

on a first come, first served basis. Children will have the 

opportunity to play a variety of different games and have 

some fun! 

Thursdays: Multi-Skills and Sports for Bubble 2: Willow and 

Beech Class (Year 4 to Year 6) Places will be allocated on a 

first come, first served basis. Children will have the oppor-

tunity to play a variety of different games and have some 

fun! 

Breakfast Club and After School Club will resume in Autumn Term from Monday 14th September 2020. There will however, be a few 

changes so that we are able to run the clubs in line with the Government guidance for COVID-19 arrangements. 

The main change is that After School Club will only run until 5pm due to the nature of the staffing requirements to accommodate the 

two bubbles of children, as well as to allow for cleaning and hygiene arrangements to be implemented. 

We plan to operate the provision in the hall as normal but the space will be split into two sections, one for each bubble. Parents will 

be required to book in advance to enable us to put in the necessary control and safety measures. 

Parents who would like to book After School Club and Breakfast Club are asked to do so in advance. Please contact the school office 

by email or by phone to book a space for your child on your required days. Cancellations must be made at least 24 hours in advance 

otherwise charges will still be made. 

Mrs. Amaden has worked as a Teaching 

Assistant (TA) at Stokeinteignhead Pri-

mary School for 15 years. Over the 

years, she has supported a great num-

ber of children with their learning both 

in class and on a one-to-one basis or in 

small groups. 

She has been an incredibly valuable 

member of the Stokeinteignhead team, 

especially supporting Miss. Crathorne throughout much of 

her teaching career and becoming not only a treasured col-

league but also a lifelong friend. We thank her whole-

heartedly for all her hard work over the years and wish her 

and her family love, happiness and good health for the future. 

 

Mrs. Linnell has also worked at Stokeinteignhead Primary 

School for the past 14 years as both a Meal Time Assistant 

and as a play leader at After School Club. Known for her craft 

activities, she has been a valuable member of the 

Stokeinteignhead family for a very long time and a familiar 

face for our children. 

Mrs. Linnell won’t be too far away 

though—just across the road—so we know 

that we still get to see her from time to 

time when she goes out and about. 

We would also like to thank her hard work 

over the years, for all she has done for our 

school and wish her and her family love 

and happiness for the future. 

It is with great sadness that we announce that Mrs. Amaden and Mrs. Linnell have decid-

ed to retire from their positions at Stokeinteignhead Primary School. They both wish to 

send their love and very best wishes to all our families, but especially to the children. 


