
 

Learning Challenge Curriculum Overview 
Beech Class: Spring Term 

In Geography, our big question is: 
I’m a Key Stage 2 pupil…can you get me out of here?   

In Science, our big question is:  
a) What would a journey through our body be like? 
b) How can you light up your life? 

In History, our big question is:  
Who were the early law makers? 

In this topic, the children will: 

• Observe and ask questions about geographical features. 

• Respond to geographical questions. 
• Use geographical vocabulary. 

• Use secondary sources 

• Identify physical and human features of a landscape and land 
uses. 

• Understand how people affect the environment. 
• Collect evidence to answer questions using fieldwork skills. 

• Use ICT to handle data. 

• Analyse evidence, draw conclusions and communicate 
findings. 

• Use and interpret maps and plans • to use secondary sources. 

• Understand how people affect the environment and speculate 
about how places may change 

In topic a), the children will: 

• Identify the main parts of the human circulatory system, and describe the 
functions of the heart, blood vessels and blood.  

• Recognise the impact of diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle on the way their 
bodies function. 

• Describe the ways in which nutrients and water and transported within 
animals, including humans. 

In topic b), the children will: 
• Recognise that light appears to travel in straight lines. 

• Use the idea that light travels in straight lines to explain that objects are seen 
because they give out or reflect light into the eye. 

• Explain that we see things because light travels from light sources to our eyes 
or from light sources to objects and then to our eyes. 

• Use the ideas that light travels in straight lines to explain why shadows have 
the same shape as the object that cast them. 

In this topic, the children will: 

• Talk about and compare some of the key facts about punishments that 
were used during the Roman, Anglo-Saxon, Tudor and Victorian times. 

• Explain their understanding of the different experiences of people who 
may have committed crimes according to their status in society e.g. a 
slave compared with a noble during the Roman period. 

• Compare and contrast a variety of historical sources to form their own 
conclusions and questions regarding the life of the highway man Dick 
Turpin. 

• Imagine and write about the experiences of people living during the 
historical periods studied based on factual evidence. 

• Explain some key terms in the history of crime and punishment in Britain, 
such as wergild, trial by ordeal, tithings, hue and cry, treason, 
transportation and hard labour 

 

Alongside these big learning challenge questions, we will also be 
English 

We will be studying a variety of texts including Descriptive Settings and Characters, Poetry, Formal Persuasive 

writing as well as writing a Biography. We will consolidate and extend our knowledge of grammar and spelling rules 

Reading lessons will use extracts from texts to secure the skills of Retelling, Literal Questioning, Prediction, 

Inference, Clarification, Evaluation and Review.  

The children will be following a ‘Spelling Bee’ scheme of work to help improve spellings to get them prepared for 

the different spelling rules that are likely to appear in the end of year assessments  

The morning challenge will continue to look at spelling challenges and handwriting practice, drawing words from 

the ‘Year 5/6 Spelling List’, this will be on a bi-weekly rotation. 

We are encouraging the children to keep working on their spellings at home using ‘Spelling Frame’ online. 

 

Maths 
In mathematics, the children will be focusing on the following areas of learning: 

- Geometry  
- Decimals 
- Percentages 
- Measurement and converting units 

The children will also be building their problem solving and reasoning skills as part of the above areas of learning.  

Lessons include a mental oral element to encourage rapid response, thorough knowledge of facts and flexible thinking.  

The morning challenge will continue to look at Corbett Maths ‘5 a day’ challenges on a bi-weekly rotation. 

We are encouraging the children to keep working on their multiplication tables using Times Tables Rock Stars app 

You can help by: supporting your children to practise their multiplication facts and corresponding division facts. 

Art: Painting & Collage 
Children will explore how David Hockney, Hundertwasser and Ian Murphy 
used landscapes and architecture to inspire their artwork. The children will 
practise a variety of techniques to create a mixed media landscape of their 
local area/village. 

P.S.H.E. 
Money matters: Children will learn why we have money, how to keep 
money safe, the meaning of affording something, the difference between 
wants and needs, and the different meanings of ‘being rich’. 

Who likes chocolate? Pupils will learn where some foods comes from, why 
we celebrate different events with different food, whether chocolate is 
good for you, where chocolate comes from and why fair trade is important. 

Music 
A New Year Carol: Children will learn the historical context of gospel music and 
Bhangra music. 
You’ve Got A Friend: This unit allows children to explore the music of Carol 
King. 

P.E./Games 
In P.E./Games, the children will learn the skills needed to play Tag Rugby, 
as well as improve their gymnastics skills. 

Design & Technology: Electronics 
The children will be looking at electrical circuits and using mini motors to make 
things move. The children will them apply what they have learnt to design a 
Ferris wheel. 

 Modern Foreign Languages 

Children will learn to listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding. 

Let’s Go Shopping: Children will learn to hold conversations with shopkeepers, such as: How much do things cost? 

Where can I find an item? And handling money. 

This is France: Children will learn positional language in order to talk about the country of France, its cities and 
neighbouring countries and famous landmarks. 

Computing (including E-Safety) 
We are Market Researchers: In this unit the children will  conduct research into the potential market for their app, 
using an online survey together with interviews or focus groups. They analyse the data and information they obtain and 
create a presentation summarising their findings. 
We are Interface Designers:  In this unit, the children will design the look/ feel of their app’s interface. They begin by 
sketching ideas, planning the different screen layouts for their app and developing these using a wireframing tool. 


