
 

Learning Challenge Curriculum Overview 
Willow Class (Year 4 & 5): Spring Term 

In Geography, our big question is: 
Would you rather live in an African city or 
village?   

In Science, our big question is:  
Do all living things come from an egg? 

In History, our big question is:  
How can we rediscover the wonders of ancient 
Egypt? 

In this topic, the children will: 

• Describe a continent as a large landmass. 

• Explain that continents are groups of countries. 

• Identify some countries and cities in Africa using an atlas to 
find the names of countries. 

• Find out about important physical features of an area of 
Africa. 

• Find about the climate of an area of Africa. 

• Find out about the human geography of an area of Africa.  

• Explain what planning is needed for a trip abroad. 

• Identify the similarities and differences between a place in 
Africa and where I live.  

• Identify similarities and differences between the climate of a 
place in Africa and where I live. 

In topic a), the children will: 

• Recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways. 

• Explore and use a classification key to group, identify and name a variety of 
living things (plants, vertebrates, invertebrates). 

• Compare the classification of common plants and animals to living things 
found in other places (under the sea, prehistoric). 

• Recognise that environments can change and this can sometimes pose a 
danger to living things. 

• Describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibians, an 
insects and a bird. 

• Describe the life cycles of common plants. 

• Explore the work of well-known naturalists and animal behaviourists (David 
Attenborough and Jane Goodall). 

In this topic, the children will: 

• Talk about the ways in which developments of travel and transport have 
had an impact on people’s lives and how it may continue to do so in the 
future.  

• Demonstrate an understanding of the ways in which travel and transport 
has changed throughout history. 

• Gain an understanding of the chronology of the different points in history 
when various types of transport have been used and invented. 

• Imagine and write about the experiences of people at different points in 
history based on their experiences of travel and transport available at the 
time. 

• Talk about what they know about the inventions of cars, trains and 
aeroplanes. 

• Know some of the significant people involved in the development of 
different types of transport. 

Alongside these big learning challenge questions, we will also be 
English 

The children will be studying a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts, including poetry, narrative and information 

texts. This term we will start by learning the text; What a Wonderful Word by Nicola Edwards which focuses on the 

development of vocabulary by learning words that do not directly translate from other languages. Due to a whole 

school drive towards vocabulary development being vital to success in learning as well as linking the text to our 

Geography topic, this text should be an enjoyable and informative part of our English learning. We will continue to 

work on grammar, punctuation and spelling throughout as well as developing speaking and listening skills. 

Children will have the opportunity to read every day at school during independent reading sessions and will be 

expected to read every day at home. children will be given spellings to practise at home which link to Year 4 and 

Year 5 statutory spelling lists and we will be continuing to use Spelling Frame to help support our learning of 

spelling patterns and rules. 

Maths 
In mathematics, the children will be focusing on the following areas of learning:  

• Number – Multiplication and Division- Written Methods 

• Measurement – Length, Area and Perimeter  

• Number- Fractions 

• Number- Decimals (Including percentages Y5) 
The children will also be building their problem solving and reasoning skills as part of the above areas of learning. In 
addition to the learning we will complete in school, the children will also be expected to practise their multiplication 
tables and related division facts as part of their maths homework. We are encouraging the children to keep working on 
their multiplication tables using Times Tables Rock Stars app. 
 

Art: Painting & Collage 
The children will explore African prints and masks using a range of 
materials, techniques and processes. They will have sketch books where 
they can record notes, ideas and feeling throughout the topic. 

Design & Technology: Textiles 
The children will be learning simple techniques to join fabrics, exploring 
different types of stitch in order to make their own money container. 

Music 
Make You Feel My Love: Children will learn the historical context of ballads/pop 
ballads. 
Fresh Prince of Bel Air: Exploring rap and hip-hop music. 

R.E. 
Hinduism:  Children will gain an understanding of where Hindus worship, 

how Hinduism was founded, the different festivals and what it is like to be a 

Hindu in Britain today. 

Christianity: Christianity will focus on the Easter story and look at why 
Christians 

P.S.H.E. 
Money matters: Children will learn about how money can be earnt, what 
value for money means and how lending and borrowing works. 
Who likes chocolate? Pupils will learn about world trade links, the global 
footprints created as a result of trade and about the Fair Trade agreements 
that exist between through countries throughout the world. 

P.E./Games 
In P.E./Games, the children will learn the skills needed to play Tag Rugby, as well 
as improve their gymnastics skills. 

Modern Foreign Languages 

Throughout the term, the children will study aspects of the Spanish language that will help them to read, write and 
speak basic Spanish. 
They will learn to use simple greetings and to talk about themselves, as well as the vocabulary connected with 
numbers, days of the week, months of the year, colours, animals and much more. 

Computing (including E-Safety) 
We are Artists: In this unit, the children learn how to use vector and turtle graphics to explore geometric art, taking 
inspiration from the work of Escher, Riley and traditional Islamic artists, as well as experimenting with complex ‘fractal’ 
landscapes. 
We are Web Developers:  In this unit, the pupils work together to create a website explaining e-safety and responsible 
online behaviour. 


