
 

Learning Challenge Curriculum Overview 
Maple Class (Year 2): Spring Term 

In Geography, our big question is: 
What would Lila find exciting about our village?   

In Science, our big question is:  
Why would a crocodile not make a good pet? 

In History, our big question is:  
What was it like when the Queen came to the 
throne? 

In this topic, the children will: 

• Compare their lives with lives of children in rural Kenya. 

• Explore differences within Kenya itself in lifestyles, geography and 
weather. 

• Use maps, tables and charts to plan a holiday in Kenya. 
• Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography 

of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical 
features of its surrounding environment. 

• Help Lila, a girl from Kenya, to use a map to get around the school 
and the village and even to choose places to visit in nearby towns.   

In this topic, the children will: 

• Discover a crocodile egg and think about what they need to ensure 
that the crocodile can thrive. 

• Find out how animals are suited to different habitats. 

• Explore food chains.  
• Start to classify animals.  

• Identify whether objects around them are living, were living or never 
lived. 

• Research the background of crocodiles to find out whether they lived 
in prehistory or whether they are descended from dinosaurs.   

In this topic, the children will: 

• Find out about the Queen’s Coronation and how they would have 
experienced it. 

• Learn about the British Empire. 

• Learn about key events in the 1950s and 1960s. 
• Learn about the different jobs the queen does.   

• Compare schooling, fashions, toys and shopping now and then. 

Alongside these big learning challenge questions, we will also be 
English 

We will develop all aspects of comprehension and writing skills through studying the following genres: recounts, 
diary writing, descriptive writing, poetry, chronological and non-chronological reports and extended stories. 
Writing sequences will include studying basic punctuation and spelling skills, expanded noun phrases, coordinating 
and subordinating conjunctions, third person writing, possessive apostrophes, sequencing, prefixes and suffixes.  
Handwriting, spelling, punctuation, grammar and phonics will also be taught and practised in discrete weekly. We 
will have daily guided reading/comprehension lessons to help develop understanding of a range of different texts.  
Children will be expected to read every day at home and for this to be recorded in their reading diary. Spellings 
will be given and tested on a weekly basis. Spellings are taken from the statutory Year 2 common exception word 
list and from words using the Year 2  spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English appendix 1. 

Maths 

• Division: division symbol, recall division facts using the 2, 3, 5 and 10 times table and recap of odd and even 
numbers. 

• Statistics: tally charts, pictograms and block diagrams. 

• Measuring: measure in centimetres and metres, compare and order lengths. 

• Geometry: describe movements and turns, and recognise, sort and describe 2-D and 3-D shapes and lines of 
symmetry in 2-D shapes. 

• Fractions: recognise a half, a quarter and a third and to make these amounts from shapes and from groups. 

• Addition and subtraction consolidation. 
Topics will also include developing reasoning and problem-solving skills 

Art 
Painting & Textiles 

Children will explore the use of colour to paint animals and landscapes. 
Children will also explore the use of texture and shape to create a simple 
textile. 

Design & Technology 
Photo Frames 

Children will design and make a photo frame, considering how to make 
structures made from different materials stable and free-standing. 

Music 
Three Little Birds: As well as learning to sing, play, improvise and compose, 
children will listen to and appraise other reggae songs. 
The Dragon Song: This unit allows children to explore songs from around 
the world 

R.E. 
Judaism: Children will learn about Jewish prayers and stories, find out 

about Jewish celebrations, including the Jewish Sabbath and make links 

between Jewish stories and how Jewish people live.   

Christianity: Easter: Children will find out about the importance of 
Incarnation and Salvation in Christian beliefs and about Easter.  They will 
explore what the Easter story means for Christians. 

P.S.H.E. 
Money matters: Children will learn why we have money, how to keep 
money safe, the meaning of affording something, the difference between 
wants and needs, the different meanings of ‘being rich’ and how to set a 
simple goal. 
Who likes chocolate? Pupils will learn where some foods comes from, why 
we celebrate different events with different food, whether chocolate is 
good for you, where chocolate comes from and why fair trade is important. 

P.E./Games 
In P.E./Games, the children will learn the skills needed to play a variety of 
games, as well as improve their gymnastics skills. 

 Modern Foreign Languages 

Children will learn to listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding. 

Food Glorious Food: Children should be able to say what foods from a set they like/dislike, describe the colour or 

size and ask for something. 

Family and Friends: Children should be able to introduce some of their relations, name some common pets and 
recognise rooms in their home. 

Computing (including E-Safety) 
We are Presenters: This unit gives them a chance to make a short, narrated video of themselves practising a sport 
or other skill, and to use this to help improve their performance. 
We are Network Engineers:  In this unit, the pupils investigate how computer networks work. They use a 
simulation and learn some simple command prompt (C:) tools for testing network connections. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf

