
 

Learning Challenge Curriculum Overview 
Ash Class (Year 1): Spring Term 

In Geography, our big question is: 
Would you rather live in England or Africa?   

In Science, our big question is:  
Which materials should the three little 
pigs have used to build their house? 

In History, our big question is:  
What did the buildings in our village look 
like in the past? 

In this topic, the children will: 

• Say what they like about their locality. 

• Sort things they like and don’t like. 

• Think of a few relevant questions to ask about a locality. 
• Answer questions about the weather. 

• Tell someone their address. 

• Describe a locality using words and pictures. 

• Name key features associated with a town or village, e.g. ‘church’, ‘farm’, ‘shop’, 
‘house’. 

• Identify the four countries making up the United Kingdom. 
• Name some of the main towns and cities in the United Kingdom. 

• Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their 
school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its 
surrounding environment. 

In this topic, the children will: 

• Distinguish between and object and the materials from which 
it is made. 

• Describe materials using their senses and specific -scientific 
words. 

• Explain what material objects are made from. 

• Explain why a material would be good at certain jobs. 
• Name different everyday materials and sort them using a given 

criteria. 

• Explain how solid shapes can be change by squashing, bending, 
twisting and stretching. 

In this topic, the children will: 

• Put up to three objects in chronological order (recent history). 

• Use words and phrases like: old, new and a long time ago. 

• Understand that some objects belonged to the past. 
• Identify the main differences between old and new objects. 

• Identify objects from the past, such as vinyl records. 

• Ask and answer questions about old and new objects. 

• Spot old and new things in a picture. 
• Answer questions using a artefact/ photograph provided. 

• Give a plausible explanation about what an object was used for 
in the past. 

Alongside these big learning challenge questions, we will also be 
English 

This term, there will be a focus on narrative writing, in particular fairy tales and a focus on the story of The Three 
Little Pigs. The children will learn how to: 

• say out loud what they are going to write about 

• compose a sentence orally before writing it 

• sequence sentences to form short narratives 

• re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense 

• leave spaces between words 

• join words and join clauses using and 

• begin to punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark 
• use a capital letter for names of people, places, the days of the week, and the personal pronoun ‘I’ 

• begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place 

• form capital letters 
Phonics will focus on recapping vowel and consonant digraphs, as well as split vowel digraphs. 

Maths 
This term, we will continue to follow the White Rose Maths scheme with a focus on the following units of work: 

• Number: Addition and Subtraction (within 20) 

• Number: Place Value (within 50, including multiples of 2, 5 and 10) 

• Measurement: Length and Height 

• Measurement: Weight and Volume  

• Consolidation 

Art 
Printing & Textiles 

Children will explore how to create patterns using different objects, 
including fruits and vegetable to print onto fabrics. They will use simple ICT 
programs to create a pattern design before printing. 

Design & Technology 
Textiles: African Doll/houses 

Children will use the fabrics that they’ve designed, to create a traditional 
African doll or a traditional African hut using patterned fabrics and papers 
that they have created in art. The children will also investigate materials in 
order to make models of the three little pig’s houses. 

Music 
In the Groove: Children will learn about six different types of music 
including: Latin, Blues, Funk, Baroque and Folk. 
Round and Round: This unit allows children to explore Latin American 
songs and music. Links will also be made to African music and stories. 

R.E. 
The children will be learning about Judaism and about why Easter is 
important to Christians. 

P.S.H.E. 
Dear Diary: learning about friendships and anti-bullying. 
Daring to be Different: learning about self-esteem and differences. 

P.E./Games 
In P.E./Games, the children will learn the skills needed to play a variety of 
simple games, as well as improve their gymnastics skills. 

 Modern Foreign Languages 

Children will learn to listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding. 

Food Glorious Food: Children should be able to say what foods from a set they like/dislike, describe the colour or 

size and ask for something. 

Family and Friends: Children should be able to introduce some of their relations, name some common pets and 
recognise rooms in their home. 

Computing (including E-Safety) 
We are Painters: This unit will particularly engage children who love the illustrations in the books they read. It is a 
great opportunity for the children to work creatively. 
We are Collectors:   In this unit, the pupils will use web search engines to collect pictures of different types of 
animals and then explore ways in which those pictures can be organised. 


