
Beech Class Year 6 - Autumn Term Overview 

 
 

ENGLISH 
We will be studying a variety of texts including descriptive settings and characters, poetry, formal persuasive 
writing as well as writing a biography. We will consolidate and extend our knowledge of grammar and spelling 
rules. Reading lessons will use extracts from texts to secure the skills of retelling, literal questioning, prediction, 
inference, clarification, evaluation and review.  
The children will be following a ‘Spelling Bee’ scheme of work to help improve spellings to get them prepared for 
the different spelling rules that are likely to appear in the end of year assessments. We are encouraging the 
children to keep working on their spellings at home using ‘Spelling Frame’ online. 
The morning challenge will continue to look at spelling challenges and handwriting practice, drawing words from 
the ‘Year 5/6 Spelling List’; this will be on a bi-weekly rotation.  
 
You can help by: encouraging your children to expand their vocabulary and find new words with the same spelling 
patterns that they have studied. 

MATHS 
In mathematics, the children will be focusing on the following areas of learning: 

- Place value 
- Using formal methods for the four operation (add, subtract, multiply and divide) 
- Fractions 
- Geometry  

The children will also be building their problem solving and reasoning skills as part of the above areas of learning.  Lessons 
include a mental oral element to encourage rapid response, thorough knowledge of facts and flexible thinking.  
The morning challenge will continue to look at Corbett Maths ‘5 a day’ challenges on a bi-weekly rotation. 
We are encouraging the children to keep working on their multiplication tables using Times Tables Rock Stars app 
 
You can help by: supporting your children to practise their multiplication facts and corresponding division facts. 

This year we are following the Learning Challenge Curriculum. Each topic will start off as a big question, which is used as a hook for the children. This allows us and the children to follow our school value of curiosity and have a more 
tailored approach in learning suited to their interests allowing them to extend their own learning by asking deeper and meaningful questions. 

SCIENCE 
Have we always looked like this? 
For the first half term we shall be looking at evolution and 
inheritance. The children will look at how animals, plants 
and humans have changed over time and adapted to their 
surroundings. Children will also study human biology and 
how we inherit certain genes from our parents. 
How can you light up your life? 
Children will recap their learning about light and shadow. 
They will then move onto looking at how light travels 
through our atmosphere, as well as the concepts of 
refraction and reflection. 

GEOGRAPHY 
What is the impact of climate change on our local 
environment and other world habitats? 
In the geography, the children will be learning all 
about the local and global environment and the 
challenges that our planet faces linked to global 
warming. They will learn about the causes and 
effects of global warming and climate change, as well 
as learn about some of the current issues that are 
making the news. 

  HISTORY 
(800AD-1066AD) 

Were the Vikings always victorious and vicious? 
In history, the children will be learning all about Vikings. 
We will study Viking civilisations and their way of living. 
The wars that they endured and how they left their mark 
on Europe. 
 
Literacy links will be made by looking at ‘The Saga of Eric 
the Viking’ and ‘How to Train Your Dragon’. 
 

P.E. 
Physical exercise this year is provided by Achieve4All Sports 
Coaching. Mr Keats will be working and assessing the 
children over the coming week and will choose a range of 
different sports and skills to explore based on areas that 
may require improvement. The children will develop and 
extend a wider range of practical skills, knowledge and 
understanding and teamwork. 
Please ask your child what sports they are studying if you 
wish to find out more.  
 
Please note that P.E will now be on a Thursday. 
 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 
What makes materials float? 
Children will be looking at different materials and 
investigate what properties make materials float and sink.  
The children will use a range of materials so create their 
own Viking style boats. 

ART 
How can we make our art POP!? 
In art, the children will be looking at drawing a 
painting with a focus on the works ok David Hockney. 
Children will learn about the artist and the influence 
he had on pop art during the 1960’s and why people 
consider him as one of the most influential British 
artists of the 20th century. Children will look at the 
techniques used by David and recreate their own 
piece of inspired artwork.  
 

R.E. 
Creation and Science; conflicting or complimentary? 
Children will study different religions and look at their 
creation stories. We shall compare stores from 
Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Judaism, Sikhism and 
Hinduism. 
Why do some people believe in God and some people not? 
For this question we shall be asking the children about 
different religions and understand that some people within 
different religions have different levels of faith.  

MFL 
Throughout the term, the children will continue to study 
aspects of the French language that will help them to read, 
write and speak basic French.  
This term they will continue to learn to talk about 
themselves, talking about their likes and dislikes, as well as 
learning how to talk about their family and where they live. 

  MUSIC 
This term, music will be taught by Kip. He is a music 
specialist from Plymouth University, who shall be teaching 
the children how to play the violin.  
The children will look at composing their own piece of 
music in small groups with a focus on tempo, rhythm, 
structure, dynamics, pitch, while creating texture by 
layering their sounds. 

COMPUTING 
Computing will consist of three strands: E-safety, 
Programming and Computational Thinking. 
Children will be using programming and problem-
solving methods that involve expressing problems 
and their solutions in ways that a computer could 
execute. It involves the mental skills and practices for 
designing computations that get computers to do 
jobs for us such as algorithms.  
 

PSHE 
During this term we shall be looking at two different units. 
The first titled ‘It’s Our World’, which looks at our 
environment, understanding how democracy works and 
how we can create a sustainable future by working 
together. While the second unit is ‘Say No!’, which looks at 
peer pressure, alcohol, smoking and drugs in an age-
appropriate manner. 

*In addition to the above, the children will also be 
enhancing their awareness of different cultures around the 
world, as well as learn about the British Values. Our host 
country for international studies is BRAZIL, and throughout 
the year, the children will be learning about the country.  
The children will also be learning how to keep themselves 
safe online, on the road and how to stay healthy, hygienic 
and fit through regular assemblies. 


