
 Willow Class Autumn Term Overview 2019-2020  

 

Maths 
In mathematics, the children will be focusing on the following areas of learning:  

• Number – Place Value 

• Number – Addition and Subtraction 

• Number – Multiplication and Division 

• Measurement – Length, Area and Perimeter  
 

The children will also be building their problem solving and reasoning skills as part of the above areas of learning. In addition 
to the learning we will complete in school, the children will also be expected to practise their multiplication tables and related 
division facts as part of their maths homework. We are encouraging the children to keep working on their multiplication 
tables using Times Tables Rock Stars app. 
 
You can help by: supporting your child to practise their multiplication facts and corresponding division facts.  

English 
The children will be studying a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts this term, including poetry, narrative and 
information texts. The texts we will be using as inspiration for our writing include: Stone Age Boy by Satoshi Kitamura, 
How to Live like a Stone Age Hunter, The Secrets of Stonehenge and Earth Verse by Sally M Walker. They will also 
consolidate and extend their knowledge of grammar, punctuation and spelling. Speaking and listening skills will be 
developed through the texts used. Children will have the opportunity to read every day at school during independent 
reading sessions and will be expected to read every day at home. children will be given spellings to practise at home 
which link to Year 4 and Year 5 statutory spelling lists and we will be continuing to use Spelling Frame to help support 
our learning of spelling patterns and rules.  
 
You can help by: supporting your child to practise their spellings and encouraging careful, neat and joined handwriting 
as well as basic skills (punctuation) in their homework activities. Please also monitor how often they are reading. 

The learning Challenge  
The Learning Challenge curriculum is a topic-based approach to the national curriculum that is driven by subjects such as 
science, history and geography. The curriculum is designed using a prime learning challenge, expressed as a question, as the 
starting point. Using the information from pre-learning tasks, the new national curriculum and the school’s context, a series 
of subsidiary challenges are then planned. Each subsidiary learning challenge is also expressed as a question.  
 
This term Year 4 and 5 will cover four prime learning challenges. In the first half term we will be focussing on a history-based 
learning challenge through the question: Who first lived in Britain? Within this we will look at the Stone Age and Iron Age. 
Next, we will be looking at a science-based topic- What do rocks tell us about the way the Earth was formed? where we will 
explore Rocks and Soils. In the second half term we will continue with a science focus but will be exploring Light and Shadows 
through the question- How far can you throw your shadow? Finally, we will be looking at coasts and explore the question- 
Do our beaches look the same?  

Art 
In art, the children will be looking at different materials and 
textiles where they will develop their weaving skills.  

History 
In history the children will be learning about Neolithic 
Britain and they will discover what it was like to live 
from the Stone Age through to the Iron Age. This will 
be focused upon through the overarching question- 
Who first lived in Britain? In particular we will look at 
food, tools, hunting and gathering and village life. We 
will explore famous landmarks such as Stonehenge and 
find out what life was like in Skara Brae. The children 
will direct some of their own research into the Bronze 
and Iron Age and make some comparisons about which 
period of time they would prefer to live in.  

Design and Technology  
Linked to our first Learning Challenge question- Who first lived 
in Britain? the children will be designing and making their own 
shelters from a range of materials.   
 
In the second half of the term the children will be further 
developing their understanding for purpose and aesthetics 
through designing and making their own light. This links with 
our- How far can you throw your shadow? topic. 

Music 
The children will be forming a class orchestra of pitched 
percussion instruments and learning a number of 
different folk melodies and harmonies from around the 
world, including tunes such as Cheronika from Russia, 
Salty Dog from the USA and Nanuma from Africa. We 
will sing these songs and then transfer the melodies to 
our instruments, thereby making the important 
connection between the aural and the physical in music.  
The children will be learning the rudiments of the 
western musical scale as they do this, and making the 
connection between sound and symbols relating to 
notating melodies and reading musical scores.  We hope 
to give a short concert of our songs towards Christmas. 

Science 
The focus in science throughout the term will be on Light and 
Shadows which will be explored through the question- How 
far can you throw your shadow? The children will learn how 
we see, how light travels as well as how shadows are formed, 
how they move and change shape. They will learn how to 
develop their skills by working scientifically in planning and 
carrying out fair tests and scientific enquires and presenting 
results.  
 

Computing 
Computing will consist of three strands: e-safety, 
programming and computational thinking. The pupils will 
start by playing and analysing educational computer 
games then planning and designing their own game with a 
target audience in mind. Then they will work together to 
design a simple toy that incorporates sensors and outputs 
and then create an on-screen prototype of their toy in 
Scratch. 

Geography 
In geography the children will be learning about 
coasts through the question- Do all coasts look the 
same? Within this, they will look into physical 
geographical features, how they might change over 
time and the water cycle. The children will also carry 
out a study into a local coastal area where they will 
develop their observation, map skills and collect 
information. 

MFL 
Throughout the term, the children will study aspects of 
the Spanish language that will help them to read, write 
and speak basic Spanish. 
 
They will learn to use simple greetings and to talk about 
themselves, as well as the vocabulary connected with 
numbers, days of the week, months of the year, colours, 
animals and many more. 

RE 
In RE, the children will be learning about a range of different 
religions. They will start by exploring Christianity through the 
question- What is the Trinity and why is it important to Christians? 
Then they will look at Hinduism through the question- What do 
Hindus believe God is like? 

PSHE 
This unit of learning will focus on helping the children to 
understand themselves as individuals and how they fit into the 
school community. They will learn about their rights and 
responsibilities within the school and help to establish a set of 
class rules that will keep everyone safe. This will be linked to 
our work towards achieving the Rights Respecting 
accreditation for our school. 

PE 
This will be taught and carried out by Achieve 4 All 
Sports Coaching and will start with the fundamental 
skills needed for a range of sports. From this the 
children will be assessed, and different sports will be 
taught throughout the year. There ill also be sports 
clubs available as part of our after school club 
programme. 


